240        LEATHER INDUSTRIES LABORATORY BOOK.

The leather is then washed for a few minutes in distilled water,
slicked out on a glass plate with a glass or brass slicker, lightly
oiled with a drop of cod-liver oil, and pinned up in a dark place

until dry.

This method is satisfactory, the leather drying an even
colour, and repeated tests of the same material giving concordant
results. The exact strength of the solution, or the length of
time employed in tanning, has no appreciable effect on the colour.

Dr. Lepetit informs the
author in a private letter
that he tans pelt (calf or
sheep) with extract equal
to about 20 per cent of
tannin on its wet weight,
with 400 per cent, of water.
The whole extract is added
to the water at once; and
the tannage lasts 12 hours.
The leather is pressed
through a rubber wringing
machine before drying. The
colour is sometimes lighter
than if done in the ordinary
way. If split calf pelt
cannot easily be obtained
FIG. 17.                            thin skins may be shaved

with the bate-shaver's knife

on the beam to the required thickness.    The time required for
tannage is somewhat longer than for sheep grain.

It is obvious that the above method of experiment may be
employed for many purposes beside the mere testing of extracts
and other tanning materials ; as, for instance, the investigation
of the effect on colour of "assistants" and additions to the
tanning bath, of various methods of leaching, and of different
modes of bating and preparing the skin.

,. \